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“You need to be patient, sometimes the 
truth doesn’t come out right away”
In a recent workshop, award-winning journalist Aliya Bashir highlighted the critical responsibility of  investigative journalists to portray the 
complexities of  reality, emphasizing the need for patience, ethical reporting, and a commitment to uncovering the truth amidst societal 
challenges
By Asha Rallapati

“The most important thing a report-
er needs to do is to hold up a mirror 
to society,” a line from the classic 
film All the President’s Men tells us 
that investigative journalism is often 
seen as a career of  secret files, hid-
den truths, and big headlines. How-
ever award-winning journalist and 
Journalismfund Europe recipient 
Aliya Bashir stressed at the recent 
cross-border investigative journalism 
workshop that was held on Septem-
ber 18 stated that an investigative 
journalist’s job is to portray the reali-
ty as it is, not just a matter of  expos-
ing wrongdoings. To make sure the 
public sees the full picture, no matter 
how uncomfortable or complex the 
truth might be. 

This mission is brought to life by 
her, who has worked in the field for 
15 years since her post-graduation 
days. In the time that followed, she 
had developed an incredible career 
as a freelance journalist. She began 
conducting fieldwork while still a 
student and writing for national 
newspapers. With a strong focus on 
human rights, gender justice, wom-
en’s issues, the environment, health-
care, education, and minorities, 
particularly in India and Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir, Aliya has made 
a name for herself  as an independent 

journalist after working with promi-
nent international media outlets like 
The Guardian, Time, Global Press 
Journal, Reuters and few other.

 This job is not glamorous, as Ali-
ya Bashir described, but is like being 
an honest police officer or prosecu-
tor, “you have to stick to the truth, 
as long as you’re honest with your 
details, your work will have an im-
pact.” Research, according to mod-

erator Imran Muzzafarrr, Asst. Dean 
(International Relations) SOLH, is 
equally important. He further com-
mented on how it differs from what 
you would do in a classroom. It is 
more important to follow the narra-
tive and go into the specifics. They 
discussed, for instance, their story of  
Tamil fishermen who immigrated to 
the UK and were brutally exploited. 
As an example of  how journalists 

consider the wider picture, both col-
leagues said, “It’s important to look 
at all the causes, from economic, so-
cial to cultural factors.”

In addition, Aliya pointed out 
how challenging it can be to gain 
people’s trust. “It took time for the 
fishermen to open up and share their 
struggles,” she stated. Investigative 
training is essential for every aspirant 
because it teaches journalists how to 

interact with individuals, establish 
credibility, and report the facts ac-
curately. Aliya did not shy away from 
talking about the ethical challenges 
she has faced during her projects and 
provided tips to survive the world 
out there, especially as a female jour-
nalist.

 A good investigative journalist 
requires more than just curiosity. 
“You need to be patient, sometimes, 
the truth doesn’t come out right away. 
You have to keep looking.” She un-
derlined that, in addition to curiosity, 
critical thinking, and fact-checking 
are necessary to find the truth in the 
convoluted environment of  today. It 
would be intellectually dishonest to 
rely on social media for reliable in-
formation, “People are always look-
ing for quick news, but it’s our job 
to make sure the truth isn’t lost in 
the noise.” And for this reason, in 
her opinion, investigative journal-
ism is of  greater importance than 
ever. We need reporters who aren’t 
afraid to look for the truth and tell 
stories that matter. What advice did 
Aliya give aspiring reporters? Avoid 
being enamored with the notion of  
being a hero and never blur the lines 
between reporting and activism. “Fo-
cus on the work. Be patient, be ethi-
cal, and always keep learning”

Aliya Bashir on Investigative Journalism. Photograph by Woxsen Creatives

Woxsen University students visit The Hindu 
Newsroom

By Anay Samarth

Journalism students from the School of  Liberal Arts and Humanities embark on an industrial visit to The Hindu’s Hyderabad office, gain-
ing firsthand experience of  the newsroom’s operations and the evolving media landscape

For a journalism student, under-
standing theory is essential, but no 
textbook can fully capture the dy-
namic operations of  a newsroom. 
Recognising this, the School of  Lib-
eral Arts and Humanities organized 
an industrial visit to The Hindu’s 
Hyderabad office on September 
27th. The Hindu, one of  India’s 
largest English-language newspa-
pers, has a long-standing reputation 
for unbiased and factual report-
ing, even earning the World Press 
Achievement Award from the News 
Media Alliance in 1968. The visit of-
fered students a unique opportunity 
to experience firsthand how jour-
nalism functions at such a reputable 
publication.

The editorial team at The Hindu 
graciously set aside time to explain 
the complexities of  newsroom oper-
ations. Mr. Ravi Reddy, Resident Ed-
itor, discussed the paper’s rich histo-
ry and the process of  transforming 
a basic idea into a published article. 

Students interacted with key editori-
al figures, including Ravikanth Red-
dy, Political Editor; Serish Nanisetti, 
Chief  of  Bureau; Vasudeva Murthy, 
News Editor; G. S. Subrahmanyam, 
Senior Deputy Editor; K. Shiva 
Shanker, Staff  Writer; K. Sangeetha 
Devi, Senior Assistant Editor; P. Sri-
kanth, General Manager of  Adver-
tising; and Nagara Gopal, Special 
News Photographer. 

The discussions were enlighten-
ing as the editorial team detailed the 
meticulous process behind main-
taining their high standards and the 
legacy associated with their name. 
They emphasized the importance 
of  not only focusing on English 
newspapers but also valuing region-
al publications. The team candidly 
discussed the operational challenges 
posed by the rise of  digital media 
and explained how they’ve adapted 
by adopting a digital-first approach, 
differentiating content for their 
online platform versus the print 

edition. Additionally, the students 
learned valuable lessons on writ-
ing feature articles, opinion pieces, 
and political journalism, as well as 
the myths surrounding journalism 
at such a major newspaper. As the 
Editor of  Woxsen Times, Ashar Sayed 
had the privilege of  presenting the 
latest edition of  the university news-
paper to Mr. Reddy.

At a time when print media has 
seen a sharp and steady decline 
globally, with newspapers and me-
dia houses shutting down, India 
remains one of  the only nations to 

have not just a steady circulation of  
print media, but a constantly grow-
ing one, and this was a matter of  
pride for the newsroom. While the 
COVID pandemic had eaten away 
at revenues, they were proud to 
announce to us that their revenues 
had recovered since then and they 
no longer considered that setback a 
deterrent. This is a testament to the 
prestige and quality of  journalism 
at The Hindu, and of  the spirit of  
journalism that has kept them and 
every other newspaper afloat in such 
unpredictable times. It would be 
wrong not to mention however, that 
the office had been downsized, and 
the focus of  the newsroom shifted 
from covering all of  Telangana to 
being limited to just Hyderabad. As 
a journalist, it is a sobering realisa-
tion of  the realities of  media houses 
and the challenges of  being a jour-
nalist in the current socio-economic 
landscape.

The Hindu team proudly high-

lighted India’s unique position in 
maintaining a growing circulation 
of  print media despite the global de-
cline. While COVID-19 had initially 
impacted revenues, they had since 
recovered—a testament to the re-
silience of  Indian journalism. How-
ever, they also acknowledged the 
downsizing of  the office and a shift 
in focus from covering all of  Tel-
angana to concentrating on Hyder-
abad. It was a sobering realization of  
the realities media houses face and 
the challenges of  journalism in to-
day’s socio-economic landscape.

This visit provided invaluable 
hands-on exposure to the students, 
allowing them to learn directly from 
seasoned professionals with decades 
of  experience. It also underscored 
the School of  Liberal Arts and Hu-
manities’ commitment to offering 
industry-oriented learning experi-
ences, preparing students for the 
evolving challenges of  modern jour-
nalism.

SOLH visits The Hindu Office. Photograph by 
Woxsen Creatives
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Deeksharambh Welcomes 
the New Cohort of B.Tech 
By Shazia Mehek

The orientation program for the new batch

From August 30th to September 3rd, 
the campus buzzed with excitement 
about the newly joined batch, with 
activities planned by the dedicated 
student body under the supervision 
of  first-year program director Dr. 
Shaik Ahmed, the goal was sim-
ple: give students a taste of  what it 
means to be a part of  Woxsen Family. 
Weeks of  preparation by the student 
volunteers paid off, ensuring every 
moment of  the week-long event left 
the new batch feeling connected and 
ready to thrive. 

The transition to this journey be-
gan with the traditional light-lamp-
ing ceremony, a symbolic gesture 
of  lighting the way for these new 
beginnings. Our Vice Chancellor, 
Dr. Krishna Chalam, and Dean, Dr. 
Kiran Kumar Ravulakollu, delivered 
heartfelt speeches, encouraging stu-
dents to embrace the future of  tech-
nology, learning, exploring, and per-
sonal growth. 

To make them relish what it’s like 
to be part of  Woxsen community, 
the categories of  events included a 
variety. Students were familiarized 
with each department which guided 
students through essential policies, 
ranging from the examination cell 
to the placement cell, others like the 
International Relations (IR) office, 
Disciplinary Committee (DC), and 
the registrar, also played a crucial 
role. They ensured that freshers were 
well-informed about the opportuni-
ties, rules, and regulations they would 
need to adhere to. During the Ori-
entation, prominent Guest Lectures 
helped students get a peek into in-
dustry life, equipping them with the 
knowledge necessary to begin their 

journey. One of  the guest lectures 
“The Power of  Thinking Unthink-
able” by Mr. Anil Pradhan was influ-
ential to students. Whether the career 
path is to find a job or have a startup, 
pursue higher education, or be in-
volved in research, all the doorways 
were shown. The eagerly enthusiastic 
students filled the atmosphere with 
peak interest and questions, delight-
ing the speakers.  

The mentoring session by SOT 
faculty assured the new batch of  an 
impactful curriculum guaranteeing a 
supportive academic journey. Mean-
while, the engaging sessions led by 
the Alumni, Seniors who interned, 
and international exchange students 
served the freshers as inspiration, 
igniting their curiosity to learn and 
carve a successful path to their goals. 

The club orientation, had Club 
presidents introducing their clubs 
with engaging activities that caught 
students’ attention. Students respond-
ed, expressing excitement to see the 
clubs of  their interest. The Project 

Expo by senior students showcasing 
their works to the supposed rookies 
equipped them with the groundwork 
necessary for building a project that 
the university expects. 

The physical and creative activi-
ties summed up the orientation pro-
gram making it wholesome. Despite 
the rainy weather the program where 
students’ engagement was spirited, 
continued. Treasure Hunt, Fresher’s 
Got Talent, Sports, and Track (brisk 
walking) unveiled the hidden talents 
of  the newly joined batch. 

Starting university is no small feat. 
Transitioning from school to campus 
life can feel like diving into the ocean 
of  unknowns. At Woxsen University, 
Deeksharambh was all about making 
the dive smoother. Though the ori-
entation program was successful, it 
wasn’t easy to navigate through the 
challenges faced by the organizers. 
The future of  engineering in Woxsen 
while looks promising would only be 
verified by the success of  this zealous 
batch.

Masters Conclave 
on STEM gradu-
ate program in the 
USA
From classroom to career innovation, Technology 
Club’s pilot event for this year in conjunction with 
International Relations and School of  Technology 
was a call to all the undergraduates aiming for higher 
education
By Shazia Mehek

In collaboration with Seed Global Ed-
ucation, the event featured a few of  
the top STEM schools from the US 
for Master’s programs. Held in LT1 
on Thursday 26th September hosting 
enthusiastic undergraduates, the event 
sponsored the opportunity to network 
with esteemed university graduate re-
cruiters for their Post Graduate studies. 

The event began with an introduc-
tion by Mr. Paras Fatnani, Co-Founder 
of  Seed Global Education, who empha-
sized their mission to connect talented 
students with top-tier universities. The 
esteemed guests from these institutions 
included: Mark Khan, Director of  Mas-
ter’s marketing and enrollment, Boston 
University; Jenny Choy, Graduate Ad-
missions Officer, Columbia University; 
Katherine Hugins, Associate Director 
of  Admissions & International partner-
ships, George Washington University; 
Emily Agnello, Assistant Director Grad-
uate recruitment, Loyola Marymount 
University; Carrie Bowling, Senior As-
sistant Director Graduate Marketing 
and Recruitment, New York University 
(NYU). 

Each of  the academic delegates 

began by introducing their universities’ 
admission criteria, along with their geog-
raphy to STEM graduate programs. The 
key moment of  the event was a panel 
discussion where the guests answered 
questions revolving around the admis-
sions process, including essays, expecta-
tions, GPA requirements, extracurricular 
involvement, and tips for international 
students. The discussion was further en-
riched by students’ personal questions, 
allowing for tailored advice. The event 
concluded with the felicitation of  guests, 
which was followed by one-on-one ses-
sions in their university-specific booths, 
offering students a unique opportuni-
ty to speak exclusively with university 
representatives. This provided valuable 
insights into what each school looks for 
in a candidate. 

The discussion highlighted the im-
portance of  presenting a well-round-
ed application that includes academic 
achievements, extracurricular involve-
ment, and SOPs. Students uncovered 
that academic excellence is essential, but 
universities also seek candidates who can 
contribute to their campus culture and 
adapt to diverse environments. 

The Art of Drapery
Drapery fused with a pragmatic approach to eco-friendly ambition was the key 
takeaway from the workshop
By Shazia Mehek

When we hear ‘drapery’, what often 
comes to mind is traditional Indi-
an sarees, there are more pleats to 
drapery than that. Drapery is more 
than just folds of  fabric, the forty-
five-hour module under Ashutosh 
Kumar complemented by Dr. Su-
san Ashdown’s session, involved 
peer learning, where semester five 
students introduced basic drapery 
techniques to semester 3 fashion 
design students, assisting them 
through the process.

Dr. Ashdown’s session led stu-
dents into the world of  drapery, 
from its evolution of  different 
techniques to behavioral aspects 
of  fabric, imbibing students with 
inspiration to bring life to the art 
form. The Module introduced 
drapery with zero garment wast-
age advocating sustainability. As 

students explored techniques like 
pleating, hemming, and balancing 
the fall of  a garment, a key point 
came to their realization; sketching 
the drape designs is fulfilling but 
it may fail in performance, estab-
lishing feasibility as a dominating 
factor over aesthetic. The session 
also focused on how sustainably the 
fabric could be sourced and used 
for different bodies considering dif-
ferent body shapes. This leverages 
the reduction of  fabric usage, time, 
and resource consumption. Ruffle, 
Flounce, Peplum, Godet are some 
of  the draping applications that 
were explored on body forms and 
fittings by the students.

“Behavior of  the garment” a 
challenge to be addressed during the 
module centered around handling 
the fabric, and constantly trying to 

keep it wrinkle-free to have that 
flawless final output. The pinning 
technique guided designers in un-
derstanding how their designs were 
shaping up before they reached an 
appealing conclusion.

On understanding this function-
al workshop Poshitha Allu, one of  
the fashion design students attend-
ing, quotes “I began to see drapery 
not just as fabric and folds but as 
a way of  storytelling and prob-
lem-solving. Understanding how to 
capture the essence of  drapery has 
made me appreciate the skill and 
artistry involved in it”

The true beauty of  drapery lies 
not only in how it hangs but in how 
it transforms space and garments 
into living art. Each pleat holds 
stories that are to be explored with 
each fold.

SOT Orientation at Woxsen University. Photograph by Woxsen Creatives

Conclave on STEM by Foreign Institution at Woxsen University. Photograph by Creatives
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Vertical Farm-
ing, Sustainabil-
ity, and Thera-
peutic Design
An idyllic output of  collaboration between clubs on two 
verticles- sustainability and design  creates awareness
By G. Mokshitha & D. Mounika

On September 28th, 2024, Woxsen 
University’s Sustainability Club and 
Interior Design Club collaborated on 
a unique vertical farming workshop 
near Career Connect. The initiative 
aimed to raise awareness of  hydro-
ponics—an innovative technique of  
growing plants without soil using 
nutrient-rich water solutions—while 
integrating creative design elements 
to enhance the learning experience.

Led by Chethana from the Sus-
tainability Club and Sri Nibha from 
the Interior Design Club, the work-
shop emphasized how sustainability 
and design can go hand in hand. “To 
grow awareness about hydroponics 
and make the path green,” Chethana 
shared, reflecting on the club’s goal 
to promote environmentally-friendly 
practices. Sri Nibha, representing the 
Interior Design Club, added, “Interi-
or design at Woxsen is not just about 
decorating rooms; it’s about foster-
ing creativity and collaboration.”

The event attracted enthusiastic 
participation from students, so much 
so that it extended into the following 
day, September 29th. The collabora-
tion between the two clubs proved 
to be fruitful. While the Sustainabili-
ty Club focused on educating partic-

ipants about hydroponic techniques, 
the Interior Design Club brought 
creativity to the forefront by engag-
ing students in painting and doodle 
art activities.

“Art is therapy,” Sri Nibha re-
marked, as she explained how the act 
of  creating designs not only made 
the experience enjoyable but also 
therapeutic for the students. Cheth-
ana echoed this sentiment, stating, 
“We wanted to create something 
beautiful and green for the com-
munity.” The final result—a vibrant 
canvas near Career Connect—stood 
as a testament to their collaborative 
efforts.

Despite some challenges, such 
as limited funding and initial diffi-
culties in organizing the event, the 
collaboration was deemed a success. 
Both clubs contributed their unique 
strengths, with the Sustainability 
Club providing the technical knowl-
edge on vertical farming and the In-
terior Design Club adding aesthetic 
value. In the end, the workshop 
fulfilled its dual mission: spreading 
awareness about sustainable farming 
practices while proving that design 
can transform any space into an in-
spiring work of  art.

Vertical Farming Workshop organized by Sustainability and Interior Design Clubs. Photograph 
by Woxsen Creative

COMICS

Are villains made by 
victims or made by 
choice?

At the Kaleido X Chitrastra Film 
Festival 2024, a thought-provok-
ing panel explored one of  cinema’s 
most intriguing questions: “Are 
villains made by victims or made 
by choice?” On Day 2 of  the fes-
tival, the discussion took place in 
the Library Basement, led by Mr. 
Viishhnu Ponna (Film Designer), 
Mrs. Divya (Asst. Professor), and 
Mr. Dheeraj Rayalu Tadi (Asst. Pro-
fessor). The session delved into the 
psychology behind iconic villains, 
examining whether these characters 
are shaped by circumstances or act 
as agents in their descent into dark-
ness.

Mr. Viishhnu Ponna set the tone 
with his opening statement: “There 
has to be someone to suffer; only 
then will there be a villain.” This 
remark sparked a deep exploration 
of  what drives a character into vil-
lainy—whether it be societal rejec-
tion or personal ambition.

Psychology professor Mr. 
Dheeraj Rayalu Tadi reflected on 
how villains in films often emerge 
from societal constructs. He cited 
Kabali as an example, explaining 
that such characters reflect broader 
social conflicts, with villains symbol-
izing outsiders who resist imposed 
norms. He remarked, “Cinema mir-
rors sociological shifts. Anti-heroes 
speak for the frustrations people 
have but can’t express.”

Prof. Divya, a scriptwriter and 
professor, added an interesting 
perspective: audiences often relate 
more to villains than heroes. “We all 

At the Kaleido event, the panel explored the origins of  iconic villains that people 
have been obsessed with
By Ryan Anju Matthew

have a dark side, and villains allow 
us to confront that without crossing 
the line ourselves,” she noted. Using 
Joker as an example, she highlighted 
how villains resonate with viewers 
because they embody the darker im-
pulses we all suppress.

The panel also explored the rise 
of  anti-heroes—characters who 
blur the line between right and 
wrong. Prof. Divya discussed Push-
pa, a film where the protagonist can 
be seen as both a hero and a villain 
depending on the viewer’s perspec-
tive. “Pushpa ruptures society’s 
norms,” she said, “and while he’s a 
villain in the eyes of  the law, he’s a 
hero to his people.” Prof. Dheeraj 
added that anti-heroes offer audi-
ences a vicarious thrill, providing an 
outlet to challenge societal rules.

As the discussion became more 
philosophical, the boundaries be-

tween good and evil blurred. Prof. 
Divya argued, “Good and bad were 
concepts created for convenience. 
In reality, we operate in the gray.” 
Prof. Dheeraj followed with his 
thoughts on free will, questioning 
whether we are truly autonomous 
or if  our choices, like those of  film 
villains, are shaped by external forc-
es.

The panel concluded with the 
audience reflecting on whether vil-
lains are products of  circumstance 
or their own decisions. It was clear 
from the discussion that the nature 
of  villainy, both in film and in real 
life, is complex and far from black 
and white. Regardless of  their or-
igin—whether fated or chosen—
villains continue to challenge our 
understanding of  morality, proving 
that they are just as integral to the 
story as heroes.

By Thomas G. Puthukayil

Panel Discussion on Origins of Villains.. Photograph by Communication Design Club
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“Aprajita”: A Must or a Mistake?
By Kruth Aryan Kadam

The debate over the “Aprajita” an-
ti-rape bill in India has sparked in-
tense discussions on critical issues 
surrounding sexual violence, justice 
for women, and human rights. Held 
at the Moot Court on September 
12th, the event drew a diverse au-
dience eager to hear perspectives 
on both sides of  the bill, highlight-
ing the urgency of  addressing rape 
while examining the broader impli-
cations of  the proposed legislation.

Supporters of  the bill, including 
Sathwil Reddy, Anekhya, Ransom, 
and Safwan, argued for the necessi-
ty of  stricter punishments to deter 
potential rapists. Citing the alarm-
ing statistic that approximately 85 
rapes occur daily—many of  which 
remain unreported due to societal 
stigma—the team emphasized the 
need for harsher penalties, including 
the death sentence, to instill fear and 

prevent such crimes. Referencing the 
infamous Delhi gang rape case, they 
underscored the perpetrators’ casu-
al justification—”because she was 
roaming out at night”—as an ex-
ample of  how such attitudes persist 
unchecked. Safwan further pointed 
out that despite previous legislative 
efforts, sexual violence continues to 
thrive, indicating that stronger mea-
sures are crucial.

In contrast, the opposition, rep-
resented by Mohan Sai, Abhishek 
Yadav, Mohammad Mustafa, and 
Swastika, raised significant con-
cerns about potential human rights 
violations and the risk of  wrongful 
convictions. They highlighted that 
the proposed 21-day investigation 
deadline could lead to hasty conclu-
sions and imprison innocent indi-
viduals. Abhishek Yadav noted that 
approximately 53% of  reported rape 
cases have been found to be false, 

raising questions about the fair-
ness of  enacting the death penalty 
without considering the possibility 
of  judicial errors. The team argued 
that while harsher laws aim to deter 
crime, they might end up punishing 
the innocent rather than addressing 
the root causes of  sexual violence.

The debate illuminated broader 
societal issues that perpetuate sexual 
violence. Many women, particular-
ly from marginalized communities 
such as Dalits, face numerous bar-
riers to justice, while societal stig-
ma often silences victims. Ransom 
expressed concerns about how fear 
of  sexual violence restricts women’s 
freedom to work at night or engage 
in social activities, negatively im-
pacting their mobility and the na-
tion’s tourism. Panelists also noted 
that many rapists justify their actions 
based on stereotypes, further com-
plicating the issue.

The participants also explored 
international perspectives. Propo-
nents of  the bill pointed to countries 
like the UAE and Kuwait, where the 
death penalty for rape has reportedly 
led to a decline in such crimes. How-
ever, opponents countered that over 
135 countries have abolished the 
death penalty, arguing that it is both 
ineffective and poses a significant 
risk of  wrongful executions.

One of  the most profound 
points raised during the debate was 
the recognition of  rape as an asser-
tion of  power, not just a sexual act. 
Many rapists are driven by a desire to 
control and dominate, often target-
ing those they perceive as vulnerable. 
A key conclusion reached by both 
sides was the importance of  edu-
cating society on consent and sexual 
relationships. Without a fundamen-
tal shift in societal attitudes, partici-
pants argued, the cycle of  violence is 

likely to continue.
The “Aprajita” anti-rape bill de-

bate underscored the complexities 
of  combating sexual violence in 
India. While there is an undeniable 
urgency to deliver justice to victims, 
the potential risks—such as human 
rights violations and wrongful con-
victions—require thoughtful consid-
eration. The challenge lies in balanc-
ing the immediate need for justice 
with the long-term goal of  fostering 
a culture of  respect, consent, and 
safety for all individuals.

In recognition of  the contri-
butions made during the debate, 
Mohammad Mustafa secured 1st 
place, Safwan 2nd, and Ransom 
3rd. The event offered a platform 
for thoughtful discourse and, it is 
hoped, will lead to actionable solu-
tions that prioritize the safety and 
dignity of  women and all members 
of  society.

Discover the Literature Club 
at Woxsen University

Advertorial

The Literature Club at Woxsen Uni-
versity is a vibrant community that 
brings together students passionate 
about exploring literature in all its 
forms. With a mission to make lit-
erature accessible and engaging for 
everyone, the club offers various 
events and activities designed to in-
spire a love for reading, writing, and 
discussion.

Recent Event: “Navigating 
Ethical Dilemmas”

One of  the club’s recent high-
lights was the thought-provoking 
event titled “Navigating Ethical 
Dilemmas.” This event focused on 
philosophy and its relevance to ev-
eryday life, encouraging students 
to engage with complex ideas in a 
relatable way. The event featured 
discussions on famous philosophers 
and their theories, transforming ab-
stract concepts into real-world mor-
al dilemmas.

Participants were invited to share 
their thoughts and perspectives, fos-

tering an open dialogue about ethi-
cal issues that affect us all. The club 
aimed to create an inclusive atmo-
sphere where both seasoned liter-
ature lovers and newcomers could 
contribute and learn.

Expanding Horizons
The Literature Club is commit-

ted to broadening its audience and 
ensuring that literature resonates 
with a diverse group of  students. By 
organizing events that cater to vari-
ous interests, the club seeks to make 
literature relevant to all areas of  
study and life. Plans include delving 
into poetry and exploring regional 

literature, particularly voices from 
India that often go unheard. Under-
standing the importance of  collab-
oration, the Literature Club actively 
seeks partnerships with other stu-
dent organizations. By connecting 
literature with various fields—such 
as technology, culture, and social 
issues—the club aims to create im-
mersive experiences that enrich the 
Woxsen community.

One of  the upcoming initiatives 
will focus on Urdu literature and 
encourage members to collaborate 
with peers who share similar inter-
ests, expanding the club’s reach and 
influence.

Join the Literary Adventure
Whether you are a lifelong book 

lover or just beginning to explore 
the world of  literature, the Litera-
ture Club at Woxsen University in-
vites you to join their exciting jour-
ney. With a commitment to diversity, 
collaboration, and accessibility, the 
club is dedicated to celebrating the 
beauty of  literature and fostering a 
welcoming environment for all stu-
dents.

Stay connected with the Litera-
ture Club to learn more about up-
coming events and opportunities to 
get involved!

Zoya, Literature Club President, photographed by 
the Literature Club.
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Examining the Global 
Impact of U.S. Polit-
ical Choices in a Di-
vided Electorate

By Anikha Ahmed

As 240 million Americans consider their political 
choices before the November 5 election, are they fac-
ing a dilemma similar to “Vikram and Betal”?

On September 13, 2024, our uni-
versity’s Debate Club conducted 
a thought-provoking session on 
the topic “Democrats vs. Republi-
cans and Its Global Impact.” The 
event was a critical success with two 
teams coherently putting forth dif-
ferent opinions & ideas. The debate 
remained cordial, highlighting that 
U.S. elections go beyond Repub-
lican vs. Democrat victories, with 
global repercussions to follow by 
their ripple effect worldwide.

As the argument concluded, it 
was evidently  inferred that Har-
ris and Trump were in a headlock 
over winning the Oval Office, with 
their various policies and schemes 
serving as bait for their supporters. 
The debate raised a crucial thought 
to ponder upon: Are voters forced 
to choose between less desirable 
leaders, neglecting the wider glob-
al consequences of  their choices? 
This dilemma shows the frustration 
of  a divided electorate and high-
lights the important connections 
between political ideals, local is-
sues, and global challenges. 

In many electoral cycles, vot-
ers often express a sense of  dis-
enchantment with their choices, 
feeling trapped between candidates 
who reflect a range of  knotty val-
ues and policies.  As a result, voting 
can feel like a utilitarian decision. A 
new poll conducted by the Guard-
ian offers valuable insights into this 
dilemma by comparing some eco-
nomic proposals of  Kamala Harris 
and Donald Trump. The polling 
data indicates that many Ameri-
cans, faced with pressing economic 
concerns, gravitate toward immedi-
ate relief  offered. 

The standout proposal by Har-
ris—a federal ban on price-gouging 
of  food and groceries—gained the 
support of  44% of  respondents. 
This initiative directly addresses a 
primary concern for many Amer-
icans, as 66% identified the rising 
cost of  living as their most press-
ing economic issue. Other well-re-
ceived Harris proposals included 
expanding the child tax credit and 
offering tax breaks for new small 
businesses, each garnering support 
from 33% of  those surveyed. Har-
ris’s focus on immediate economic 
issues resonates particularly well 
with millennials and Gen Zs who 
acknowledged that at least one of  
her proposals would positively im-
pact the U.S. economy. 

While Harris’s proposals found 
broad appeal, Trump’s policies re-
main popular among his core sup-
porters. For example, his plan for 
mass deportation policy or the 
“America first” trade policy which 

emphasizes creating & retaining 
jobs in the U.S. — particularly in 
manufacturing and agriculture—re-
duces dependence on international 
supply, prioritizes American-made 
products, and focuses on local pro-
duction, innovation, and invest-
ment. It received approval from 
43% of  Republicans as beneficial 
for the economy, though it met with 
skepticism from independents and 
Democrats.

The stark contrasts in the pop-
ularity of  Harris’s and Trump’s 
proposals invite a deeper inquiry 
into the nature of  electoral choic-
es. Many are left to wonder wheth-
er they are inadvertently sidelining 
broader global challenges such as 
climate change, international trade, 
and geopolitical tensions.

For instance, one of  Harris’s 
policies on price gouging for food 
and groceries could overshadow na-
tional and global issues, such as food 
shortages, impacts on food quality, 
and the added regulatory burdens 
that disproportionately affect small 
businesses with fewer resources 
than larger corporations, among 
others. While the intention behind 
price-gouging bans is to protect 
consumers during crises, the inter-
connectedness of  economies means 
that issues in one region can spread 
through global supply chains.

Similarly, while Trump’s depor-
tation policy is popular among a 
segment of  his base, it centers on 
a narrow view of  immigration, of-
ten ignoring global humanitarian 
crises that drive migration, such as 
war and climate change. His “Amer-
ica First” Trade Policies prioritize 
U.S. economic interests. Still, they 
may undermine international trade 
agreements vital for economic 
growth and stability, allowing the 
U.S. to set its tariffs and change 
trade agreements without taking ac-
countability.

As the political landscape heats 
up ahead of  upcoming elections, it 
invites a larger conversation about 
the kind of  leadership voters desire. 
Should U.S. leaders consider the 
global impact of  their proposals, 
even if  they offer short-term eco-
nomic gains for the country? Are 
voters trapped in a cycle of  opt-
ing for the “lesser evil” when they 
support candidates based on selec-
tive proposals beneficial only for 
their country, or is there a genuine 
movement toward those promising 
a broader, more impactful vision? 
In a world increasingly defined by 
interlinked challenges, the impli-
cations are high, the choices are 
profound & the conversations are 
worth having! 

The Price of Conflict: A 
World that’s at War 
By Deepak Kotagiri

One conflict, countless repercus-
sions. The Israel-Iran war is sending 
shockwaves through global markets, 
leaving the financial world on edge. 
Geopolitical tensions between these 
nations are fueling chaos, with rip-
ple effects being felt worldwide. 
With Iran rallying the Axis of  Resis-
tance and Israel backed by the U.S., 
the conflict risks drawing in powers 
like Russia and China, raising fears 
of  a potential World War III.

Crude awakening, is oil about 
to explode?

Crude crisis ahead? Crude oil 
prices surged from $70 to $76 per 
barrel escalating tensions with Iran, 
knowing that the country produces 
about 4% of  global oil. A potential 
spike in oil prices to $100 per barrel 
is anticipated if  supply disruptions 
occur, impacting consumer prices 
across Asia by 0.2 to 1.4 percentage 
points for every $10 increase. While 
markets are cautious, they remain 
stable, supported by the U.S. as a 
net oil exporter and OPEC+ pledg-
ing to boost output by December. 
However, fueling the flames, any 
attack on Iran’s oil infrastructure 
bases could shift the balance dra-
matically. (161% spike could be pre-
dicted) Oil prices are still below last 
year’s levels, due to increased U.S. 
production and sluggish demand 
from China. 

Choking point, geopolitical 
bottleneck? 

Iran exports about two million 
barrels every day and any tension 
near the Strait of  Hormiz would 
create a geographical choke point 
that would affect the supply-de-
mand of  the economy. This route 
extends between the Gulf  of  Oman 
and the Persian Gulf, which would 
be a major setback for Asian coun-
tries that are majorly dependent on 
Arabs for their oil. The Red Sea 
and Suez Canal routes are crucial 
for maritime trade, facilitating the 
movement of  over $400 billion in 
goods annually. Instability in this 
region threatens not only shipping 
lanes but also the overall security of  
global commerce 

In Times of  War, Gold Shines 
Gold often serves as a safe-hav-

en asset during geopolitical tensions 
and economic uncertainty. Its value 
typically rises as investors seek sta-
bility, particularly when other mar-
kets experience volatility. Historical 
data shows that during conflicts or 
crises, gold prices can surge as de-
mand increases, reflecting its role as 
a hedge against inflation and cur-
rency fluctuations. 

The strain on emerging mar-
kets 

The Israel-Iran conflict nega-
tively impacts emerging markets in 
Asia and Africa by causing capital 

flight and currency instability. This 
tension leads to reduced invest-
ments and rising commodity pric-
es, worsening inflation and altering 
trade dynamics as countries reassess 
their alliances. For instance, India 
experienced a notable decline as for-
eign institutional investors diverted 
from their investments. While there 
may be multiple contributing fac-
tors, this trend could hinder eco-
nomic growth and complicate trade 
relations. 

Energy in Peril, Conflict Fuels 
Inflation and Risk 

The Israel-Iran conflict threat-
ens to worsen Europe’s energy cri-
sis, particularly in the already de-
stabilized natural gas market due to 
the war in Ukraine. This escalating 
tension could drive energy prices 
higher across the continent, further 
intensifying inflationary pressures. 
As nations grapple with rising costs, 
the urgency to secure stable energy 
sources will become paramount, po-
tentially reshaping energy policies 
and market dynamics. Alternative 
markets such as LNG could see in-
creased demand as countries would 
not risk and would look for more 
stable energy sources.

All eyes on defense and cyber-
security?

The Israel-Iran conflict has driv-
en defense stocks higher, with com-
panies like Lockheed Martin seeing 
a 5% increase in share prices. The 
S&P 500 Aerospace and Defense 
Index has also surged, reflecting 
investor confidence in the sector as 
a haven amid geopolitical tensions. 
Both Iran and Israel possess strong 
cybersecurity capabilities, with Is-
rael being a global leader in cyber 
defense and innovation, while Iran 
has been increasingly investing in its 
cyber operations. The conflict may 
lead to heightened cyber threats 
and retaliatory actions, necessitating 
vigilance over substantial growth in 
this area. The U.S. crude oil market 
remained stable during the Isra-
el-Iran conflict due to increased do-
mestic production, making the U.S. 
a leading oil producer. The strategic 
petroleum reserve offers additional 
security against supply disruptions, 
while diversified supply sources and 
steady global demand further cush-
ion prices OPEC has also helped 
keep the market stable. 

Market Signals, Understand-
ing Landscapes. 

The S&P 500 index closed at 
$5,751.07 on Friday, inching closer 
to its all-time high of  $5,745. This 
level presents a significant resistance 
point, with strong liquidity above it. 
A support zone exists between the 
5,700 and 5,660 levels, suggesting 
that if  the index declines, it could 
experience a bounce back from this 
area. Just below that, a strong Fair 

Value Gap indicates that if  the price 
retraces, it may find a balance in the 
market and rise again. 

As of  October 4, 2024, the Rel-
ative Strength Index (RSI) for the 
S&P 500 stands at approximately 
61.44. This level indicates that the 
index is nearing overbought terri-
tory but has not yet hit the critical 
threshold of  70. In terms of  mov-
ing averages, the 50-day Exponential 
Moving Average (EMA) has crossed 
above the 100-day EMA, suggesting 
a significant bullish trend; however, 
a minor correction may be immi-
nent as it approaches the 100-day 
Moving Average (DMA). Recent 
volume spikes indicate anticipation 
of  a major price movement, while 
the current price-to-earnings (P/E) 
ratio of  around 23.43 reflects the 
market’s valuation relative to earn-
ings. 

The geopolitical climate has 
dampened investor enthusiasm, 
contributing to the index’s recent 
downward movement after an im-
pressive performance earlier in the 
year. Moreover, the MACD shows 
bearish sentiment with negative di-
vergence, suggesting that despite 
potential price increases, underly-
ing momentum is weakening, sig-
naling a reversal or consolidation. 
The current put-call ratio for the 
S&P 500 options indicates a shift 
toward bearish sentiment among 
investors. A high ratio suggests that 
investors are hedging against po-
tential declines, which could indi-
cate a crowded trade that may lead 
to a short-term reversal. The VIX, 
also known as fear gauge, has seen 
fluctuations in recent weeks. A ris-
ing VIX indicates growing investor 
anxiety, which could signal a mar-
ket pullback. While the S&P 500 
remains close to historical highs, 
these indicators point to potential 
short-term corrections, which may 
be beneficial for market stability. 

Beyond conflict. 
The Israel-Iran conflict is not 

merely a regional struggle its im-
plications reverberate across global 
markets and economies. Volatility is 
anticipated across various sectors, 
especially considering the upcoming 
election month. As nations recon-
sider their dependencies on Middle 
Eastern oil, the ripple effects on 
emerging markets and commodity 
prices will demand careful moni-
toring. This conflict serves as a re-
minder of  the interconnectedness 
of  today’s financial world, where 
geopolitical tensions can trigger 
profound economic consequences. 
Considering the Israel-Iran war, one 
can’t help but wonder, are we wit-
nessing a geopolitical game of  chess 
or indeed a surface serenity? Peace is 
imperative, the absence of  it could 
unleash chaos and the aftermath will 
echo across societies and economies 
forever.
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Beyond the 
Classroom and 
Boardroom
By Sai Vyomini Patamsetty

“The pessimist complains about 
the wind. The optimist expects 
it to change. The leader ad-
justs the sails.” Leadership and 
learning go hand in hand, and 
on September 6, 2024, Woxsen 
University brought this syner-
gy to life through its inaugural 
“Leadership Dinner 1.0” at Park 
Hyatt, Hyderabad. This event 
was a convergence of  some of  
the brightest minds in academia 
and the corporate world, offer-
ing a unique platform to bridge 
the gap between classrooms, 
boardrooms, and the broader 
world beyond. It was an evening 
of  inspiration, collaboration, 
and exploration of  what it takes 
to produce not only exceptional 
professionals but also better hu-
man beings.

The Leadership Dinner pro-
vided an excellent opportunity 
to discuss strategies for prepar-
ing the next generation of  lead-
ers. Discussions centered on the 
importance of  holistic develop-
ment that extends beyond aca-
demic achievements or corporate 
roles. The attendees explored 
how universities can play a criti-
cal role in connecting theoretical 
knowledge with real-world appli-
cations, creating a #FutureYou 
that is resilient, adaptable, and 
capable of  thriving in complex 
industries.

The event featured contri-
butions from industry leaders 
across various sectors, each of-
fering valuable insights into the 
challenges and opportunities of  
today’s rapidly changing glob-
al landscape. Conversations 
touched on key issues such as 
digital transformation, sustain-
ability, healthcare innovation, 
and aerospace technologies. At-
tendees included executives from 
some of  the most respected or-
ganizations, such as Deloitte, Dr. 
Reddy’s Laboratories, TCS, SAP, 
Sekhmet Pharmaventures, Sky-
root Aerospace, and the College 
of  Defence Management, among 

others.
One of  the main takeaways 

from the evening was the pow-
er of  partnerships between ac-
ademia and industry. Leaders 
emphasized the importance of  
collaboration in addressing so-
cio-economic challenges, driving 
innovation, and fostering lead-
ership capable of  navigating an 
interconnected world. Both sides 
recognized the immense value of  
sharing knowledge and expertise, 
not only for the current genera-
tion of  leaders but also for the 
future trailblazers emerging from 
institutions like Woxsen Univer-
sity.

The evening also highlighted 
the significance of  Management 
Development Programs (MDPs), 
which aim to enhance the lead-
ership, managerial, and deci-
sion-making abilities of  profes-
sionals and executives. Dr. Raul 
emphasized key pillars essential 
for global collaboration: part-
nerships with top institutions, 
a diverse student body to foster 
cross-cultural communication, 
and global learning opportunities 
such as study abroad programs 
and internships. These programs 
equip participants with the skills 
to navigate international business 
challenges, offering insights into 
leadership, global perspectives, 
and networking opportunities.

The Leadership Dinner was 
more than a networking event—
it was a step forward in aligning 
education with the evolving de-
mands of  the global industry. 
It showcased the importance of  
bridging the gap between aca-
demic trailblazers and business 
executives, working together to 
reshape higher education and 
prepare students for the chal-
lenges of  the future. Through 
this collaboration, Woxsen Uni-
versity is helping to foster an 
ecosystem where education and 
industry needs come together, 
paving the way for the leaders of  
tomorrow.

Dr. Musarrat Shaheen’s 
Visit to Turkey Ex-
plores Academic and 
Cultural Horizons
During her recent visit to an academic conference in Turkey, the Associate Di-
rector of  Research at the School of  Business, Woxsen University, experienced the 
country’s unique blend of  intellectual and cultural vibrancy
By Sayed Ashar

“This experience has opened 
doors for future collaborations 
that will benefit both our faculty 
and students, further enhancing 
Woxsen’s global academic foot-
print,” states Musarrat Shaheen 
in her recent interview with Wox-
sen Times. The conference, one 
of  Turkey’s globally recognized 
Academy of  Management events, 
was held at Istanbul University, 
a prominent government insti-
tution, and showcased over 200 
papers across various manage-
ment fields. This year’s focus was 
on “Future of  Work Design,” a 
theme closely aligned with Prof. 
Shaheen’s teaching and research 
interests in HR and employee en-
gagement.

What intrigued her the most 
was the focus on work design 
and its relationship to employee 
well-being and HR management, 
an area she found highly rele-
vant to her work, Dr. Shaheen 
explained. She presented two re-
search papers at the conference 
and was honored with the role of  
session chair, where she provided 
feedback on other scholars’ work 
and discussed ways to enhance 
their papers for academic publi-
cation.

One of  the highlights of  the 
event was the keynote address 
by Professor Peter Bamberger, 
the president of  the Academy of  
Management. Prof. Bamberger 
discussed the quality of  research 
and its broader impact on society, 
emphasizing that research should 
extend beyond journals to solve 
societal and corporate issues. 
He also provided insights into 
top-tier journals, including those 
featured in the Financial Times’ 
Top 50 Journals. Dr. Shaheen ex-
pressed that she found it inspiring 
to learn how impactful research 
can transcend metrics and drive 
real-world solutions. Another 
standout moment was the corpo-
rate panel discussion on women 
entrepreneurs in Turkey. The pan-
el shed light on the challenges and 
triumphs of  women leading busi-
nesses in a male-dominated soci-
ety, which the Associate director 
found particularly compelling.

“In a culture deeply rooted in 
Ottoman traditions, seeing wom-
en entrepreneurs successfully 
leading companies was inspiring. 
I even invited one of  the panelists 
to visit Woxsen University for a 

guest lecture,” she added.

Collaborations with Turkish 
Universities

Dr. Shaheen’s visit wasn’t lim-
ited to the conference. She also 
took the opportunity to foster 
potential academic collaborations 
with Turkish institutions. A key 
highlight was her visit to Istan-
bul Aydın University, where she 
met with Prof. Osman Gultekin 
and explored opportunities for 
collaboration between Woxsen 
University and Turkish academic 
institutions.

“We signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) with Is-
tanbul Aydın University, focusing 
on student and faculty exchanges, 
joint research projects, and access 
to grants from Erasmus Plus and 
the European Union. It was im-
portant to turn this partnership 
into something more productive 
than just a paper agreement,” 
Prof. Shaheen shared.

The MoU will enable Woxsen 
students to participate in short-
term programs at Istanbul Aydın 
University, such as the Delightful 
Istanbul program, a two-week 
certification course that also of-

fers cultural immersion in cities 
like Istanbul and Antalya.

Cultural Immersion and Di-
plomacy

Dr. Shaheen also visited the 
Indian Consulate in Istanbul to 
explore potential collaborations 
between India and Turkey in the 
education and business sectors. 
Her meeting with Navin Chan-
drajal, a senior officer at the 
consulate, opened discussions 
on future opportunities for Indi-
an businesses in Turkey and vice 
versa. Her visit also offered her a 
glimpse into Turkish culture, in-
cluding attending a cruise dinner 
on the Bosphorus River, where 
senior academics and conference 
attendees mingled informally, en-
joying Turkish cuisine and local 
music.

The excursion was not just an 
academic journey but also a cul-
tural exchange that promises to 
foster long-term collaborations 
between Woxsen University and 
Turkish institutions. Her expe-
riences highlight the importance 
of  cross-border academic and 
business partnerships in today’s 
globalized world.

Dr. Musarrat Shaheen’s visit to Turkey. Photo Credit: Dr. Shaheen

Woxsen’s Inaugural Leadership Dinner 1.0. Photograph by Woxsen Creatives
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Woxsen Olympics 
2024: A Celebration of 
Athleticism and Unity
By Thushar and Disha

On September 17th, Woxsen Uni-
versity hosted its first-ever “Woxsen 
Olympics,” an Olympic-themed sports 
competition that saw students from 
various disciplines compete in a range 
of  events. The event, organized by the 
Woxsen University Sports Academy, 
included badminton, squash, tennis, 
and track races, promoting the phys-
ical, mental, and social well-being of  
the students. The ceremonial inaugu-
ration was led by university deans and 
coaches, setting the tone for a day filled 

with enthusiasm and competition. 
With a spirit of  unity, the Olym-

pic torch was carried from the admin 
block to the race arena, followed by 
eager participants and spectators. 
The event featured four major sports, 
providing both men and women a 
platform to showcase their athletic 
abilities. The energy in the air was in-
fectious, and the sense of  community 
was strong, as every race and match 
was met with cheers and encourage-
ment.

Track Events at Woxsen 
Olympics: Showcasing Speed, 
Endurance, and Teamwork
By Thushar and Disha

The track events at the Woxsen 
Olympics 2024 were a thri l l ing 
display of  speed, endurance, 
and teamwork. From the 100m 
sprint to the 1500m race, ath-
letes competed fiercely, putting 

on remarkable perfor-
mances. In the men’s 

1500m, Tanishq Wankhede 
took gold with a time of  5 
minutes and 30 seconds, while 
Ashish V and Aar jav Pati l  se-
cured si lver and bronze. In the 
women’s 1500m, Yasaswini 
emerged victorious, outpacing 
her competitors with excep-
tional endurance.

Relay races also captivated 
the audience, with both men’s 
and women’s teams excell ing. 
The women’s 4x100 meters re-
lay team, composed of  Priyal 
Agarwal,  Reshmi, Roshani, and 
Tanu, claimed gold, while the 
men’s team led by Aar jav Pati l 
took the top spot with an im-
pressive time of  51.76 seconds. 
The seamless coordination and 
fierce determination of  al l  par-
ticipants left spectators in awe.

Notable individual perfor-
mances included Yasaswini’s 
dominance in the 200m and 
400m races, earning her two 
gold medals. The men’s 200m 
and 400m events also saw out-
standing results,  with Sagar 
Bhatt and Andrew Faubis tak-
ing home gold in their respec-
tive categories. The track events 
not only highlighted athletic 
skil l  but also the strength of  
camaraderie and sportsmanship 
among Woxsen students.

Badminton, Squash, and Ten-
nis: Skill, Strategy, and Tri-
umph at Woxsen Olympics 
2024

Alongside the track events, Wox-
sen Olympics 2024 featured intense 
competition in badminton, squash, 
and tennis, where athletes displayed 
incredible skill and determination. In 
badminton, Aman Reddy dominated 
the men’s singles, while Kiranmai se-
cured the top spot in women’s singles. 
The mixed doubles saw Aman Reddy 
and Purbitha triumph, with thrilling 
rallies that kept the crowd on edge.

In the tennis tournament, Man-
si Sugriv Phad emerged victorious 
in the women’s singles, with Larissa 

By Thushar and Disha

Dias and Ramisetty Vagdevi claiming 
silver and bronze, respectively. On 
the men’s side, Sai Rishi Dev took 
home the gold in singles and joined 
forces with Larissa Dias to win gold 
in mixed doubles.

Squash was another highlight, 
with Abhijeet Sharma claiming the 
gold medal after a fierce battle with 
Nazimul Haque. The squash matches 
were characterized by swift move-
ments, power shots, and strategic 
play, making it one of  the most elec-
trifying segments of  the event.

Beyond the competition, the 
Woxsen Olympics underscored the 
university’s dedication to fostering 
holistic student development, 
combining academic rigor with 
physical activity. The week-long 
event concluded with medals, 
the mascot PIRO, and a shared 
sense of  pride and accomplish-
ment among the Woxsen com-
munity. As the first edition of  
the Woxsen Olympics comes to 
a close, it has set the bar high for fu-
ture athletic events at the university.

Glory on the Pitch: WFL Redefines Campus Football
By Kruth Aryan Kadam

For the first time in Woxsen’s history, 
the boys’ football team transitioned 
from the familiar 5v5 format to an in-
tense 11v11 tournament. Seven teams, 
each comprising 18 players, battled 
through a physically and mentally de-
manding competition that redefined 
the sports culture on campus. This 
wasn’t just another tournament—it 
marked the beginning of  a new era for 
Woxsen football.

With three matches held daily, the 
tournament pushed players to their 
limits. They faced the challenge of  
physical fatigue and mental recovery, 
yet returned to the pitch day after day, 
demonstrating unwavering commit-
ment and resilience. Their performance, 

fueled by passion and determination, 
showcased the heart and grit required 
in modern football. The tournament 
was officiated by state-level referees 
affiliated with FIFA and AIFF, ensur-
ing professionalism at the highest stan-
dard. But what truly stood out was the 
players’ relentless spirit, as they fought 
against the odds with admirable resolve.  

Behind the scenes, the success 
of  the Woxsen Premier League was a 
collective effort. Special recognition 
goes to Ashish, his team, and Nilanjan 
Sir for their crucial contributions. The 
team owners also played a vital role, 
showing exemplary sportsmanship by 
rallying behind their players throughout 
the tournament. The highlight of  the 

competition came with a thrilling final 
between the Great Gaffers and Super-
nova, with Supernova emerging victo-
rious. The excitement surrounding the 
event drew in large crowds, igniting a 
newfound passion for football on cam-
pus.

Football, long overshadowed 
by cricket in India, is rapidly gaining 
ground at Woxsen. The Woxsen Pre-
mier League not only shifted the for-
mat of  the game but also transformed 
perceptions. More than just scoring 
goals or winning trophies, this league 
was about the strength, passion, and 
unbreakable spirit of  young athletes 
who proved that enthusiasm and deter-
mination can overcome any challenge.

Inauguration pf Woxsen Olympics 2024. Photograph by Woxsen Creatives

A still from WFL 2024. Photograph by Woxsen Creatives

The Inauguration of Woxsen Olympics 2024. 
Photograph by Creatives
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School of  Law hosts an expert 
talk with James D Fairchild

On September 3rd, 2024, the 
School of  Law, Woxsen University 
had the privilege of  hosting an inter-
active session with James D. Fairchild, 
Managing Partner at The Law Office 
of  Fairchild & Yoder PLLC. Mr. Fair-
child engaged with law students, of-
fering invaluable insights into the re-
alities of  practicing law and bridging 
the gap between courtroom experi-
ence and academic learning. Through 
his personal journey in the legal field, 
he provided practical advice and tips, 
helping students gain a deeper under-
standing of  the practical aspects of  
the legal profession. 

A special thanks to Mr. Fairchild 
for taking the time to share his exper-

tise with our students. We also extend 
our gratitude to Dr. Joshua Dalrym-
ple, Dean of  the School of  Law, and 
Dr. Ajoy Jose for their efforts in or-
ganizing this enriching session for the 
benefit of  our students.

Woxsen Green Impact Initiative: 
ERS initiative by the School of  
Law 

On September 4th, 2024, the 
School of  Law, in collaboration 
with the ERS Wing, organized the 
Woxsen Green Impact Initiative, 
an ERS activity aimed at support-
ing the global campaign led by the 
Ministry of  Environment, Forest, 
and Climate Change. As part of  this 
initiative, law students visited the 
Telangana Forest Department and 
dispersed approximately 1200 seed 
balls, also known as seed bombing, 
which they had handmade, through-
out the forest. The Forest Depart-
ment actively participated, express-
ing full support for the event and 
commending the efforts of  the 

School of  Law and the ERS Wing 
at Woxsen University.

Special thanks go to Mr. Sud-
han Guru, Head of  the ERS Wing, 
and the organizing team from the 
School of  Law, including Prof. 
Ummul Waraah and Dr. Paramita 
Choudhary, as well as the student 
volunteers, for their significant 
contributions to the success of  the 
event.

Orientation session on “MSME 
Idea Hackathon 4.0”

The School of  Law at Woxsen 
University organized an engaging 
orientation session on “MSME Idea 
Hackathon 4.0” on 24th September 
for both law students and faculty. 
The event provided a unique plat-
form for participants to explore 
innovative solutions and contribute 
ideas to this national challenge, sup-
ported by the Ministry of  MSME.

This hackathon presented an 
excellent opportunity for aspir-
ing innovators and entrepreneurs 
to showcase their groundbreaking 
ideas, combining creative thinking 
with practical applications. The ses-
sion offered a distinctive experience, 

encouraging students to think be-
yond the traditional legal landscape 
and engage with real-world chal-
lenges faced by the MSME sector.

Through this initiative, the 
School of  Law continues to foster 
a spirit of  innovation and entre-
preneurship among its students, 
empowering them to make mean-
ingful contributions beyond the 
classroom.

Adv. Sanchita Ain on Disability 
Rights: Insights at Woxsen Uni-
versity

On 25th September, the School 
of  Law, Woxsen University had the 
honor of  hosting Adv. Sanchita Ain, 
Advocate-on-Record at the Supreme 
Court of  India, for an insightful ses-
sion on “Disability Rights and the 
Indian Supreme Court.”

Adv. Ain, with her vast experi-
ence in disability rights, provided 
a comprehensive overview of  the 
legal framework that protects the 
rights of  persons with disabilities 
in India. She highlighted the Rights 
of  Persons with Disabilities Act, of  
2016, which broadened the scope 
of  protection for disabled individ-
uals. Her session emphasized the 
judiciary’s critical role in upholding 
and advancing the rights of  disabled 
individuals, ensuring that inclusivity 

and accessibility are not just legal 
obligations but fundamental rights. 

Students and faculty alike en-
gaged in thoughtful discussions 
about the challenges of  implement-
ing these legal provisions and the 
role of  the courts in overcoming so-
cietal barriers. The session included 
an interactive dialogue between Adv. 

Dr. Joshua Dalrymple Hosts 
H.E. Ambassador Rahul 

Dr. Joshua Dalrymple, the es-
teemed Dean of  the School of  Law, 
recently welcomed H.E. Ambas-
sador Rahul Chhabra to the cam-
pus for an engaging guest lecture. 
Ambassador Chhabra’s talk, titled 
“India in the Global Economy: 
Geopolitics and Geoeconomics,” 

Dr. Ajoy Jose Selected for Presti-
gious WIPO-Harvard Patent Law 
and Global Public Health Course

Dr. Ajoy Jose, a distinguished fac-
ulty member of  the School of  Law at 
Woxsen University, has been selected 
for the prestigious WIPO-Harvard 
Course on Patent Law and Global 
Public Health (PatentX) – 4th Edi-
tion. This course is jointly offered by 
the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization (WIPO) in Geneva, Switzer-
land, and Harvard Law School (HLS), 
USA. The selection recognizes Dr. 
Jose’s commitment to advancing legal 
education at the intersection of  in-
tellectual property and public health. 
Warm congratulations to Dr. Ajoy 
Jose on this remarkable achievement!

Congratulations to Prof. Ummul 
Waraah for her Recent Publication

We are delighted to share that 
Prof. Ummul Waraah, Assistant Pro-
fessor at the School of  Law, Woxsen 
University, has been published in 
the esteemed International Journal 
of  Law Management & Humanities 
(Volume 7, Issue 5, 2024). Her man-
uscript, titled “A Brief  Study of  the 
Social Positioning of  Refugees in the 
International Accords Related to Hu-
man Rights”, provides an insightful 
analysis of  the legal frameworks and 
human rights implications affecting 
refugees globally.

The paper was published in a 
peer-reviewed and multi-indexed 
journal, which boasts a high impact 
factor of  6.725, highlighting the ac-
ademic significance of  her research. 
This accomplishment reflects her 
dedication to advancing legal scholar-
ship and her expertise in the field of  
human rights.

We extend our heartfelt congrat-
ulations to Prof. Ummul Waraah for 
this achievement and for continuing 
to contribute to Woxsen University’s 
growing research impact.

Student Achievements

Ain and the students, allowing them 
to gain deeper insights into the 
practical and legal aspects of  dis-
ability rights in India. This enrich-
ing session exemplified the School 
of  Law’s commitment to fostering 
meaningful conversations and pro-
moting awareness of  key legal issues 
that drive social change.

Vaibhav Reddy Appointed 
Vice Chair for AIPPM at DRS 
International School MUN

Vaibhav Reddy, a distinguished 
student from the School of  Law 
at Woxsen University, recently had 
the honor of  being invited as the 
Vice Chair for the All-India Po-
litical Party Meet (AIPPM) com-
mittee at the prestigious Model 
United Nations (MUN) confer-
ence held at DRS International 

School from the 13th to 15th of  
September. Serving in this key 
role, Vaibhav contributed to fa-
cilitating high-level discussions 
on pressing political and policy 
matters, demonstrating his leader-
ship and expertise in political de-
bates. Congratulations to Vaibhav 
on this outstanding achievement, 
showcasing both his academic ex-
cellence and potential as a future 
leader!

Mohammed Mustafa Ex-
cels in Debates and Earns 
Millennium Fellowship 
Shor tlisting

We are proud to announce 
that Mohammed Mustafa, a 
first-year student from the 
School of  Law at Woxsen Uni-
versity, has achieved remark-
able success in recent debate 
competit ions. On 12th Sep-

tember 2024, he secured First 
Place in a debate focused on 
the topic, “Should Bengal’s 
APARAJITA Anti-Rape Bil l  Be 
Passed Nationwide?” Following 
this achievement, on 13th Sep-
tember 2024, he claimed Third 
Place in a debate centered on 
“Democrat vs. Republican.” In 
addition to his debate accom-
plishments, Mohammed has 

was presented to first-year MBA 
students, offering valuable insights 
into India’s shifting role in the glob-
al economy. Under Dr. Dalrymple’s 
leadership, the event emphasized 
the importance of  interdisciplinary 
learning and highlighted emerging 
opportunities for young profes-
sionals to actively shape the global 
economic landscape.

also been shortl isted for the 
prestigious Millennium Fel-
lowship Class of  2025. This 
fel lowship recognizes student 
leaders dedicated to advanc-
ing UN goals on campuses 
worldwide. Congratulations 
to Mohammed Mustafa on his 
outstanding achievements and 
contributions to our college 
community!
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Architecture students from the 
B.Arch batch (2021-2026) at the 
School of  Architecture and Planning 
recently completed an impressive 
hands-on project under the guid-
ance of  Dr. Ravi Kumar S. and Prof. 
Shweta Prasad. The students built 
full-scale arches and geodesic domes 
using waste cardboard materials, with 
the project focusing on teaching fun-
damental concepts of  load transfer 
and structural stability. Inspired by re-
nowned architectural landmarks, the 
initiative encouraged the use of  sus-
tainable materials, emphasizing both 
creativity and problem-solving. This 
innovative project not only deepened 
students’ understanding of  structur-
al principles but also highlighted the 
importance of  environmentally con-
scious design in architecture.

67th NASA Day
The School of  Architecture 

and Planning celebrated the 67th 
NASA Day with a series of  en-
gaging activities aimed at enhanc-
ing students’ understanding of  the 
National Association of  Students 
of  Architecture (NASA) and its sig-
nificance. The event featured an in-
sightful seminar on NASA trophies, 
highlighting their importance and 
the value of  participation in NASA 
events for architectural students. 
Attendees also gained a deeper un-
derstanding of  what NASA rep-
resents and how it plays a pivotal 
role in shaping future architects. A 
vibrant painting competition added 
a creative touch to the celebrations, 
while a thought-provoking debate 
explored whether working on a uni-

versity level is more beneficial than 
networking on a national scale for 
personal growth. The event fostered 
both learning and creative expres-
sion, reinforcing the importance of  
collaboration and networking in the 
field of  architecture.

Site Vist to Tandur And Munipally
The students of  the School of  

Architecture and Planning recently 
went on a site visit to Tandur and 
Munipally under the guidance of  
Prof. Debolina Gosh, Prof. Sushant, 
and Prof. Gagan Jain. The visit pro-
vided them with a deeper under-
standing of  vernacular architectural 
styles and the use of  local materi-
als, particularly the famous Tandur 
stone.The site visit also provided 
students with insights into how cli-
mate, culture, and available resources 
influence architectural styles.These 
observations highlighted the impor-
tance of  designing buildings that are 
in harmony with their surroundings, 
a lesson that holds immense value in 
today’s focus on sustainability.This 

exploration of  vernacular architec-
ture and materials like Tandur stone 
was a pivotal moment in their edu-
cational journey, enhancing their un-
derstanding of  sustainable and con-
text-driven design.

The Semester 5 jury for the B.Arch 
students at the School of  Archi-
tecture and Planning took place 
on September 19, 2024, with a 
panel comprising Prof. Swetha 
Prasad, Prof. Sanjana Gupta, and 
Prof. Rageshwar Rao. During the 
jury, students presented their ar-
chitectural projects, showcasing 
their design concepts, technical 
understanding, and creative ap-
proaches to addressing architectur-
al challenges.The jurors provided 
valuable feedback, evaluating the 
students’ ability to integrate the-
oretical knowledge with practical 
application.

Student Achievements
B.Arch students of  semester 9  from Woxsen University’s School of  Architecture and Planning have secured prestigious internships at renowned architectural firms across India. Mr. Abhinay Sriramwar 
and Mr. N. Ashish Mani from the B.Arch 2020-25 batch have earned internships at Chapman Taylor, New Delhi, a global leader in architectural design. Mr. Karthik Patel has secured an internship at 
INI Design Studio in Ahmedabad. Additionally, Ms. Pragnaa Samhitha V and Ms. Hrujani Rayana have been selected for internships at Manasaram Architects in Bangalore , Ms. Akhila Potluri have been 
selected for internship at Team one India Pat Ltd in Hyderabad. 
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Faculty Achievements

Dr. Riya Bhattacharya
Assistant Professor

Dr. Riya Bhattacharya, who was re-
cently awarded a certificate for her 
review work with Elsevier, addressed 
the incoming B.Tech students at 
Woxsen University’s School of  Tech-
nology. In her insightful talk, she 
stressed the importance of  discipline 
as a key factor in achieving success. 
Dr. Bhattacharya highlighted how the 
next four years would be a transfor-
mative journey, shaping the students’ 
futures and preparing them for re-
warding careers in the field of  tech-
nology. Her words resonated with 
the new cohort, encouraging them to 

embrace discipline as they embark on 
this pivotal phase of  their academic 
journey. 
During her talk, Dr. Bhattacharya 
highlighted how discipline can em-
power students to maintain focus, 
navigate challenges, and reach their 
aspirations. The enthusiasm and ener-
gy radiating from the students served 
as a testament to their readiness to 
embrace discipline as an integral part 
of  their lives. This commitment to 
personal growth will undoubtedly en-
hance their academic and profession-
al endeavours in the years to come.

Prof. Sandeep Dasari
Assistant Professor

Prof. Sandeep Dasari, an Assistant 
Professor at the School of  Technol-
ogy, Woxsen University, has reviewed 
the article titled “Security Modelling 
for Cyber-Physical Systems,” pub-
lished in IEEE Access. His review 
emphasizes the importance of  ro-
bust security models in protecting 
these systems from emerging threats. 
Prof. Dasari’s insights reflect his ex-
pertise in cybersecurity and highlight 
the critical need for effective security 
measures as cyber-physical systems 
become increasingly vital across vari-
ous industries.

Dr. S Gopal Krishna 
Patro

Assistant Professor

Dr S Gopal Krishna Patro, 
an Assistant Professor at the 
School of  Technology, Woxsen 
University, has received a certif-
icate of  recognition for his re-
view of  “Python Programming 

3e” published by Oxford Univer-
sity Press. This acknowledgment 
highlights his contributions to 
the academic community and his 
expertise in programming educa-
tion.

Student Achievements
Ms. Adithi Baggu, student of  school 
of  technology had the privilege of  
presenting her research paper on “A 
Novel Attention Informed Voting 

Mr. Sure Nichith, Ms. Bandla Ka-
vya, Ms. Yuktha Mukhi N and Mr. 
Srikar Tadakamalla students of  
school of  technology has received 
a patent on “Accident Prevention 
System for Four-Wheeler Vehi-
cles,” with the help of  Dr. Jas-
wanth Nidamanuri and Dr. Pok-
kuluri SS Pavan Ganesh.

Mr. Vardireddy Monishwar Reddy 
received a certificate for exceptional 
performance at the Discover Mod-

Ensemble Framework for Retinal 
Disease Classification” in the Fourth 
Edition of  the International Con-
ference on Emerging Techniques in 

Computational Intelligence (ICET-
CI) 2024, hosted by Mahindra Uni-
versity. She was awarded the Best 
Presenter Award.

el United Nations Asia Conference 
2024 by Jaewon Choi, Executive Di-
rector of  the DMUN Foundation.


